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Question: lm 19 years old and my father is forcing me into a marriage 
that | don’t approve of. It’s to one of his relatives. Can you please advise 


him on that since he listens to your lectures? 


The father is not allowed to do that. He can’t force her, and the daughter 
doesn't have to accept such a marriage. The daughter shouldn't fear falling into 
“Uqua, into disobedience, because refusing to obey the parents or one of them in 
such a matter is not ‘Uquq — this is not ‘Uquq. A woman who’s a Bálighah, 
'Agilah, Rashidah, at the age of maturity and puberty, cannot be forced to marry 
anyone by her guardian or Wali. And it doesn't matter if that Wali is the father, 
grandfather, uncles, the judge, the Shaykh, or anyone else for that matter. And it 
doesn’t matter whether she was never previously married or whether she’s a 
widow or divorcee. It also doesn’t matter if she’s against the entire idea of 
marriage or if it's just a certain individual that she does not approve of. 


Forcing a woman to marry someone she doesn’t want is a great injustice 
and a great violation of her Islamic Shar' rights. It’s like a death sentence to a 
woman. Imagine serving, living, eating, drinking, and sharing the most intimate 
relationship with someone that the woman doesn’t want to be with or around. A 
guardian is not allowed to spend the wealth of a woman Allah Jl5g9 lew 
entrusted him with without her permission. Forcing her into a marriage that she 
doesn't want is a bigger crime and a greater injustice than taking her wealth and 
her money. Listen to this point carefully: If the Sharf'ah allowed a woman to seek 
Khul’ for legitimate reasons, to leave a husband she doesn't like and can't live 
with — as in Hadith Thabit Ibn Qays dis dul 92) — then how can she be forced 
into a marriage to a man she doesn't like or want from the beginning? The 
Ahadith on this are very clear. In Sahth Al-Bukhari and Muslim, 
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A woman who was previously married cannot be given in marriage until she’s consulted, 
and a woman who wasn’t previously married cannot be given in marriage without her 
permission 
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They asked the Messenger #8, “How do we know that she gave her permission?” 
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He said her silence indicates her permission.“ 


Ibn Taymiyyah Js All do, said the issue of the father or guardian, the 
Wali, forcing a woman into marriage, goes against the principles and intellect. If 
you can't force your daughter to eat a specific, certain meal that she doesn't like, 
a meal that takes a few minutes to consume and its effects go away within 
minutes — if she can't be forced to eat a meal she doesn't want, how can she be 
forced into a marriage that lasts a lifetime, where she shares the most intimate 
with a man she doesn't like or want? Marriage is about Mawaddah and Rahmah, 
as Allah JLb39 Gl said, 
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And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find 
tranquility in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy.” 


Mawaddah and Rahmah, affection and mercy. Mawaddah and Rahmah are not 
attained when she’s coerced into a marriage that she does not want. We spoke in 
the Figh Class on how deep, meaningful, and delicate Al-Bukhari’s choices are for 
the titles of his chapters in his Sahth. He has various chapters on this specific 
topic. He has BL, JI cals ESE ASIS Gb. The chapter he titled is ‘The 
Father or Guardian Cannot Give a Woman Who Wasn't Previously Married or a 
Woman Who Was Previously Married in Marriage without Her Consent.’ That’s 
the title of one of his chapters. Another title is 29334 42645 db ibs al £55 15] Oly 
‘The Chapter If a Man Gives His Daughter Away in Marriage While She Dislikes It, 
Then It’s an Invalid, Rejected Marriage.’ He has another chapter, TS joe Y ob 
Sal, a chapter where he titled it ‘Marriage Under Coercion is not Valid’. 


The father of Khansa’ Bint Khidam Al-Ansariyyah or Khansa’ Bint Khidham 
Al-Ansariyyah — both are appropriate. Ibn Hajr, in Fath Al-Bari, chose Khidam. 
Other Muhaddithin chose Khidham. So, it's not an error if you see it in some 
prints with Khidam with a > and others with a 5, Khidham. The father of Khansa’ 
Bint Khidám Al-Ansariyyah ds ul .92) gave her away in a marriage that she 
disliked. She didn’t want that marriage. She was also previously married. So, she 
went to the Messenger #8 and the Messenger # declared that marriage invalid. 
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In Sahih Al-Bukhári, Hadith A'ishah ic del (92), she said, 
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"O Allah's Messenger (#8)! Should the women be asked for their consent to their 
marriage?" He said, "Yes." I said, "A virgin, if asked, feels shy and keeps quiet." He said, 
"Her silence means her consent."? 


Atishah is ail (92) asked the Messenger #8, “Do women have to give their 
consent or need to give their consent in their marriage?” He said, “Yes.” A'ishah 
Lze dl we) said, “But a virgin is shy and she'll remain silent when she’s asked.” 
She's not going to say anything. The Messenger & said, “Her silence is her 
consent.” In Musnad Ahmad, a woman went to the Messenger É and told him — 
actually, it's a story similar to this — 
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My father married me off to his nephew to raise his status. 


The girl went to the Messenger #8 she said, “My father married me off to his 
nephew to raise his status.” He was at a lower status; he married his daughter off 
to this nephew so he can raise his status. The Messenger #8 gave her the choice. 
She had the choice to do what she wants to do. She can continue in the marriage, 
or it can be rejected. It was her choice. She said to the Messenger és, 
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l approve what my father did. 
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But | just wanted to get a point across to the women that fathers don’t have a right to 
do that.“ 


The Wali can try to convince whomever Allah Jj 9 dle. entrusted him 
with. He can push the idea. He can bring others to try to convince her. He can try 
to persuade her. But if she’s adamant in her refusal, he can’t force her. The final 
decision in this matter is hers. 


Forced marriages are a catastrophe. They inflict great pain on our sisters, 
and we have numerous stories to mention. Like | said, it’s like a death sentence to 
a woman. Its destruction and oppression, and oppression will be darkness Yawm 
Al-Qiyamah. The consequences are severe and dangerous. It leaves a wife feeling 
a great void that she needs to fulfill, and instead of that marriage being a shield 
from the Haram, it exposes her to temptation and Haram. The Wali who cares 
about whom Alláh Jl59 ile. entrusted him with usually wants the best for 
whom Allah Jl39 Gl: entrusted him with. They're eager to see those they love 
and care about happily married, because marriage is beautiful, but a forced 
marriage at that age is like a beautiful building structured on an unstable 
foundation. No matter how beautifully structured the building looks, no matter 
how colorful and decorated it is, no matter how wonderful and breathtaking its 
shape and engravings are, the foundation remains unstable, and it’s constantly 
threatened with collapsing at any moment. 
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